POCKET PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS IMPROV EVERYWHERE ON APRIL 5

On April 5, Pocket Productions in collaboration with the Friends of Richland County Public Library (RCPL) will bring Improv Everywhere to Columbia.  This famous New York based performance group started in 2001, and since then has become internationally renowned as “a prank collective that causes scenes of chaos and joy in public places.”  ArtRageous, the spontaneous art series produced by Pocket Productions, was inspired by the works of this company.  Some of their most famous events include the Freeze in Grand Central Station (a version of which ArtRageous staged two years ago), the Grocery Store Musical (a version of which ArtRageous will stage this May), and the MP3 Experiments.  Founder, Charlie Todd, a Columbia, S.C. native, will stage the very first Improv Everywhere performance in his home state in collaboration with Pocket Productions on April 5 during the Urban Tour.

Before the performance, Charlie will speak at RCPL (free for the public in Bostic Auditorium) about his company and his book, Causing a Scene, from 5:45-6:45.  After this, the audience and hundreds of participants will move to Main Street between Hampton and Taylor Streets to participate in the MP3 Experiment.  Everyone in the city and beyond will be asked to go to the download page to learn directions for participating in the event; participation is appropriate for all ages and requires only a green, red, blue or yellow shirt, and uninflated balloon and an MP3 player.  There will be a table in front of the Marriott where attendees of the Urban Tour will be able to pick up ear buds and scan a QR code to reach the download page so that they can participate if they had not learned about the event beforehand.  At exactly 7:10, the performance will begin.

Sponsors for this epic event include the City of Columbia, the Knight Foundation, the merchants on Main Street (ten businesses including Frame of Mind, S&S Art Supply, the Free Times, Wine Down, and others, ful list to follow), Robin Dial, Todd and Moore, and Jasper Magazine.

April 5 Schedule: 
5:45-6:45 The Friends of RCPL present Charlie’s talk at RCPL




7:10-7:50  Pocket Productions presents Improv Everywhere: MP3 

Experiment on Main Street

Pocket Productions is a non-profit arts company devoted to developing and expanding the arts community in Columbia, SC, by stimulating cooperation between and innovation among local artists and arts organizations. Pocket Productions is supported by the Columbia Music Festival Association, the Knight Foundation, the City of Columbia and Richland County. For more information about Pocket Productions, visit http://www.pocketproductions.org
Improv Everywhere is a New York City-based prank collective that causes scenes of chaos and joy in public places. Created in August of 2001 by Charlie Todd, Improv Everywhere has executed over 100 missions involving tens of thousands of undercover agents.  For more information about Improv Everywhere, visit http://improveverywhere.com/
Download page for participation in the MP3 experiment: http://bit.ly/mp3columbia or http://improveverywhere.com/missions/the-mp3-experiments/columbia/
[image: image1.emf]
